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Akron, Ohio, founded in 1825 
along the Ohio & Erie Canal, 
played a pivotal role in the 
transportation and industrial 
growth of the region. Its 
name, derived from the Greek 
word “akros,” meaning “high 
point,” reflects its location 
on a summit near the canal.

HISTORY OF

1

Today, Akron is a diverse 
city known for its historic 
contributions, thriving 
healthcare and education 
sectors, and cultural landmarks 
like the Akron Art Museum 
and Stan Hywet Hall & 
Gardens. Its industrial past 
is complemented by ongoing 
efforts to revitalize downtown 
and connect its communities 
through green initiatives, 
such as the Towpath Trail.

The city gained prominence 
in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries as the Rubber Capital 
of the World. Companies 
like Goodyear, Firestone, and 
B.F. Goodrich established 
headquarters there, driving 
economic growth and 
innovation in the tire and rubber 
industry. This boom brought a 
significant influx of workers, 
contributing to Akron’s 
rapid population growth.

AKRON
INNERBELT PROPOSAL

The Akron Innerbelt was 
proposed in the 1960s as part of 
efforts to redevelop areas near 
the central business district, 
which had been impacted by 
industrial decline and urban 
blight. Planners aimed to 
modernize the city, attract 
investment, and revitalize 
downtown Akron, making it 
more appealing to businesses 
and residents. The project 
was also tied to broader urban 

Additionally, the Innerbelt was 
intended to alleviate traffic 
congestion in downtown 
Akron by providing a high 
speed, limited access freeway. 
This would divert vehicles 
from heavily trafficked city 
streets, improve commuting 
times for suburban drivers, and 
support the growing demand 
for automobile infrastructure 
in post war America.
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1962-1965

1965

1971

1975

1983

1999

2017

2021

2022

2023

Plans for the Innerbelt 
take shape, primarily 
targeting African American 
neighborhoods for highway 
development. 

The Innerbelt project is 
estimated to cost $47.4 

million, with construction 
expected to begin within 

two years.  

Property acquisition begins, 
leading to the displacement 
of entire communities.  

The State of Ohio approves 
Innerbelt construction, 

forcing many African 
American families from 

their homes.  

Construction continues, 
with more residents losing 
land through eminent 
domain.  

Akron Mayor Don 
Plusquellic advocates for 
the redevelopment of the 
Innerbelt.  

Mayor Dan Horrigan 
announces the 

decommissioning of the 
Innerbelt.  

Consultant Liz Ogbu/Studio 
O is hired, and an Advisory 
Group is formed to facilitate 
community discussions on 
the Innerbelt’s history and 
future.  

 The Reconnecting Our 
Community initiative 

launches. The Innerbelt 
Reunion event is held at 

the Akron Urban League, 
bringing together former 

residents to honor lost 
neighborhoods.  

The Innerbelt History 
Collection is launched 
on the Summit Memory 
website. Akron receives 
a Reconnecting 
Communities grant from 
the U.S. Department of 
Transportation to fund a 
master plan for the site. 
The Phase 1 report of 
the Reconnecting Our 
Community initiative is 
released.  

BUILDING, DIVIDING, RECONNECTING
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WHY ROUTE B?

Despite the widespread 
displacement it caused, the 
Innerbelt ultimately failed to 
serve its intended purpose, 
remaining underused before 
eventually being closed. What 
remains is a lasting scar on 
the community, where lost 
homes, generational wealth, 
and cultural history cannot be 
fully restored. While efforts 
are now underway to reclaim 
the land, the damage inflicted 
by its construction continues 
to shape the city’s landscape 
and the lives of those affected.

The construction of Route 
B led to mass displacement 
and lasting harm to the 
Black community, as it cut 
through densely populated 
neighborhoods, forcing 
thousands of residents out and 
demolishing homes, businesses, 
and churches. This destruction 
not only uprooted families 
but also caused significant 
economic and social disruption. 
Many Black owned businesses 
collapsed, and the severing of 
community networks made 
recovery difficult. Additionally, 
displaced families faced 
immense challenges in securing 
new housing due to redlining 
and a lack of institutional 
support, leading to long term 
wealth loss and deepening racial 
disparities in homeownership 
and economic stability.

Route B was chosen due 
to a combination of urban 
renewal policies, racial bias, 
and economic convenience. 
City planners labeled these 
Black neighborhoods as 
“blighted,” making them 
targets for clearance rather 
than investment. Compared to 
Route C, this path was cheaper 
and easier to acquire, as it 
required fewer costly property 
buyouts and faced less political 
resistance. Additionally, 
the city prioritized the 
needs of businesses and 
suburban commuters over 

of the existing community, 
valuing downtown access 
over the livelihoods 
of displaced residents.
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PLANNING & 
INFRASTRUCTUREURBAN

URBAN ALTERATION
The construction of the Innerbelt 
caused significant urban 
restructuring, particularly 
affecting residential areas 
and businesses, especially in 
the predominantly African 
American neighborhoods. 
Thousands of residents were 
displaced, and over 100 
businesses were impacted. 
The freeway eliminated many 
streets that once served as vital 
links between neighborhoods, 
which disrupted the city’s 
layout and contributed to the 
fragmentation of Akron’s urban 
grid. This was particularly 
detrimental to lower income and 
minority populations who faced 
the brunt of the displacement.

The Akron Innerbelt 
played a transformative 
role in reshaping the city’s 
road network and urban 
infrastructure. The introduction 
of freeway infrastructure, 
particularly through downtown 
Akron, led to major changes 
in road networking, traffic 
flows, and the connectivity 
between neighborhoods.

FRAGMENTATION
Alongside the freeway, two 
large collector streets were 
designed to accommodate 
local traffic and distribute 

vehicles to surrounding areas. 
These roads, often as wide as 
the freeway itself, expanded 
the road network but also 
added to the fragmentation 
of the urban grid. The design 
created a disconnected system, 
making it harder to navigate 
Akron’s downtown and 
surrounding neighborhoods 
without using the freeway. 
These wide roads, built 
primarily for motor vehicles, 
also presented challenges for 
pedestrians and cyclists, as 
they were not designed with 
non motorized users in mind.

TRAFFIC FLOWS

One major shortcoming of 
the freeway was its northern 
terminus, which caused traffic 
congestion and bottlenecks. 
Intended as a seamless 
extension, the freeway ends 
abruptly near downtown, 
transitioning into Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard. 
This mismatch between the 
freeway and surrounding 
infrastructure disrupted 
traffic flow and connectivity 
between neighborhoods. The 
short stretch of the Innerbelt 
(2.24 miles of the planned 
21.5 miles) also hindered 
Akron’s integration into the 
regional highway system, 
limiting efficient traffic 
movement across the city.

CONNECTIVITY
The freeway’s introduction 
created significant disruptions 
to neighborhood connectivity. 
Streets that once provided easy 
access across Akron were cut off 
or altered by the freeway, which 
not only divided neighborhoods 
but also made it more difficult to 
move freely between them. The 
presence of the freeway and 
its associated collector roads 
further fragmented the city, 
making it harder for residents to 
commute across Akron without 
relying on the freeway. As a 
result, downtown Akron and 
surrounding neighborhoods 
became more isolated from each 
other, with limited pathways 
for pedestrians and cyclists 
to connect across the city.

TRANSITION

In recent years, Akron 
has begun rethinking the 
freeway’s impact on its urban 
environment. New planning 
efforts aim to transform the 
abandoned freeway section 
into a more community focused 
space. These efforts include 
ideas like converting the land 
into parks and reestablishing 
pedestrian friendly connections 
between downtown and 
nearby neighborhoods that 
were disrupted by the original 
freeway design. These changes 
reflect a broader shift toward 
improving the quality of life in 
Akron by undoing some of the 
damage caused by the freeway 
and restoring connectivity 
between neighborhoods. 

These major changes to road 
networking, traffic flows, and 
neighborhood connectivity 
have sparked important 
discussions about the legacy 
of urban highways. Akron is 
working to balance the need 
for infrastructure development 
with fostering a more 
integrated and accessible urban 
environment for its residents. 
The future of the Innerbelt, 
including its transformation 
into a community corridor, 
will play a key role in 
reshaping the city’s urban 
landscape and enhancing 
neighborhood connectivity.
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SOCIAL & ECONOMIC IMPACTS
The Akron Innerbelt had 
significant social and 
economic impacts due to the 
splitting of neighborhoods, 
altering transportation 
patterns and affecting 
local businesses, property 
values, and the environment.

TRANSPORTATION
The construction of the freeway 
significantly altered Akron’s 
transportation landscape, 
particularly in how residents 
navigated the city. While 
the freeway provided faster 
routes for regional traffic, it 
also disrupted local routes, 
severing connections between 
neighborhoods. This shift led to 
a dependency on the freeway 
for commuting, while making 
it more difficult for residents to 
travel between neighborhoods 
without relying on the 
highway. Additionally, local 
traffic congestion increased, 
especially near the freeway’s 
terminus, where infrastructure 
mismatches led to bottlenecks.

LOCAL
The freeway’s construction 
displaced over 100 businesses 
and thousands of residents, 
notably in lower income 
and predominantly African 
American neighborhoods. 
Many businesses, unable to 
relocate, were forced to shut 
down, leaving economic 
voids in affected areas. 

Residents, particularly those 
in marginalized communities, 
faced the challenge of 
relocating, which led to a 
loss of community ties. This 
displacement not only created 
immediate financial strain but 
also led to long term social 
impacts, as neighborhoods 
were fragmented and 
families were uprooted.

VALUE SHIFTS
The introduction of the freeway 
caused significant shifts in 
property values. Properties 
closest to the freeway or 
on streets impacted by the 
construction experienced a 
drop in value. The noise, air 
pollution, and congestion 
associated with the highway 
made these areas less desirable 
for potential buyers. Conversely, 
neighborhoods further from 
the freeway saw an increase 
in demand, as residents sought 
areas less affected by the 
freeway’s disruptive presence. 
 

ENVIRONMENT
The construction of the freeway 
also had notable environmental 
consequences. The alteration 
of the urban landscape resulted 
in the loss of green spaces and 
natural areas, while the increase 
in vehicle traffic led to higher 
levels of air and noise pollution. 
The environment surrounding 
the freeway became less livable, 
impacting residents’ health and 
quality of life. Additionally, 
the expansion of paved 
surfaces contributed to the 
urban heat island effect, which 
increased local temperatures 
and further strained the 
city’s natural resources. 
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EFFECTS ON THE

COMMUNITY
The construction of the Akron 
Innerbelt in the 1960s and 
1970s had lasting effects on the 
community. It displaced many 
residents, particularly in the 
East Akron area, where a large 
African American community 
lived, and demolished homes, 
businesses, and cultural 
landmarks like the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church. The highway 
also divided neighborhoods, 
disrupted social ties, and 

contributed to the decline of 
downtown Akron. Historic 
buildings were lost, and the 
city saw increased air and noise 
pollution. While the Innerbelt 
improved transportation, it 
led to economic and social 
fragmentation, and its legacy 
of disconnection continues to 
impact Akron’s urban planning 
and redevelopment efforts today.

“When the urban renewers huff and puff and blow your house down”
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DISPLACEMENT
“...persons who have been forced or obliged to flee or to 
leave their homes or places of habitual residence...”

SE
PE

RA
TI

ON

DISPOSITION
“...the arrangement or placement of people in a specific 
area...”
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DISPLACEMENT

The construction of the Innerbelt 
sparked frustration and 
uncertainty among property 
owners, who faced repeated 
threats of displacement. 
Many homeowners were not 
only at risk of losing their 
primary residences but also 
their rental properties, which 
provided essential income. 
The prolonged process of land 
acquisition and demolition left 
residents in a state of limbo, 
unable to make long term 
decisions about their futures. 

One property owner expressed 
growing distress, stating that 
they wanted the city to either take 
their property immediately—
since the demolition of 
surrounding buildings had 
left them isolated—or they 
would pursue legal action. 

Others shared similar 
sentiments, feeling trapped as 
their neighborhoods crumbled 
around them, while officials 
delayed compensation or 
clear relocation plans. Some 
residents reported that once 
vibrant streets became eerily 
empty, making their remaining 
homes unsafe and devalued. The 
uncertainty and lack of support 
only deepened the frustration, 
adding another layer of harm 
to a community already 
facing forced displacement.

SEPARATION

The letter from the House of 
Representatives’ Department 
of Public Services instructed 
Akron officials to focus on 
acquiring only the “most 
important” properties for the 
Innerbelt project, prioritizing 
those in poor condition or unsafe 
areas. This approach created 
a separation, distinguishing 
certain properties as less 
worthy of preservation 
based on their physical state 
rather than their community 
value. While presented as 
a solution, the letter also 
clarified that the project would 
not receive state funding, 
leaving property owners 
without the necessary support. 
This decision exemplified 
how urban renewal efforts 
could mask dispossession, 
isolating homeowners and 
leaving them vulnerable 
without adequate resources 
for relocation or rebuilding.

AS SHOWN IN IMAGE A

IMAGE A

AS SHOWN IN IMAGE B

DISPOSITION

The letters written to property 
owners and officials during 
the planning of the Innerbelt 
project reflect a clear sense 
of disposition, where certain 
neighborhoods and residents 
were treated as expendable or 
less deserving of attention. The 

IMAGE B

tone and content of these letters 
often reflected a dismissive view 
of the community, suggesting 
that homes in these areas 
were not worth preserving or 
investing in. Property owners 
were often left with little more 
than vague promises and 
threats of demolition, creating 
a sense of dispossession. The 
language used in these letters 
emphasized the value of physical 
condition over community ties, 
contributing to the separation 
and marginalization of these 
neighborhoods. This disposition 
not only stripped residents of 
their homes but also their sense 
of belonging and stability, 
reinforcing a systemic disregard 
for their needs and well being.
AS SHOWN IN IMAGE BELOW
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2022 DEMOGRAPHICS
Akron has a diverse population 
with a median age in the late 
30s. The city faces a significant 
poverty rate, while the median 
household income is moderate. 
Property values are relatively 
affordable, and a large portion 
of the population is employed. 

In terms of diversity, the city is 
predominantly White, followed 
by a substantial Black or 
African American community, 
along with smaller populations 
of Multiracial and Asian 
residents. This demographic 
mix reflects Akron’s unique 
social and economic dynamics.

WHITE 

BLACK/AFRICAN 
AMERICAN 

MULTIRACIAL

ASIAN

OTHER

56.1%
29.3%

6.2%
4.5%

3.9%

Before the Akron Innerbelt proj-
ect, the city’s demographics were 
shaped by its industrial base, 
with many residents working 
in manufacturing, especially in 
rubber and tire production. Ak-
ron had a diverse, working-class 
population living in close-knit 
neighborhoods. However, as 
industries declined and urban 
sprawl increased, the Innerbelt’s 
construction contributed to

THEN VS. NOW
demographic shifts. Manufac-
turing jobs left, and population 
numbers decreased, while gentri-
fication led to an influx of more 
affluent residents in some areas. 
Many lower-income families were 
displaced, and certain neigh-
borhoods saw a decline. Today, 
Akron’s demographics are more 
diverse, but the city still faces eco-
nomic inequality, with some areas 
revitalized and others struggling.

WEATHER
SPRING SUMMER

FALL WINTER
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59 E. MARKET STREET, AKRON
Akron blends culture, 
history, and community with 
landmarks like the Akron Art 
Museum, Summit Artspace, 
and Civic Theatre. Outdoor 
spaces such as Lock 3 Park 
and Cascade Plaza host events, 
while dining and shopping 
spots like the Lockview, 
Northside Marketplace, and 
The Bomb Shelter add local 
charm. The Goodyear Airdock 
reflects Akron’s industrial 
past, and essential services like 
Akron Children’s Hospital, 
Summa Health, and the Akron 
Summit County Public Library 
support residents and visitors.

TRANSPORTATION

The METRO Regional Transit 
Authority operates several 
bus routes through downtown 
Akron, with Route 1 (West 
Market) stopping at E. Market 
Street & Summit Street. For 
intercity travel, the Greyhound 
station at 631 S. Broadway 
Street offers 19 buses daily. 
Parking options include the 
High/Market Parking Deck 
at 40 S. High Street, with 595 
spaces and rates starting at 
$1, and the Cascade Parking 
Garage at 10 W. Mill Street, 
which provides around 2,000 
spaces. The Dart St. Surface 
Lot between Mill and E. Market 
Streets offers $6 all day parking 
on weekdays and free parking 
on weekends and holidays.

YOUR METRO BUS SYSTEM MAP
Please consult your route schedule for specific details and times. The map does not reflect route detours. 

Route
Weekday Saturday Sunday

This table represents typical service levels during 
daytime and       later evening periods.

Please consult individual route schedules for more detail.
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